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Modifiers

Zero modifiers : Elephants (are intelligent)

Articles:  Undefined a/an =one  One Elephant / An Elephant (can kill you)

               Defined = The     The elephant / The elephants

Numbers: Three elephants 

Demonstrative adjectives: That elephant (far, singular) / Those elephants (far, pl)

                                         This elephant (near, sing.), These elephants (near, pl.)

Quantifiers: undefined quantity: some elephants, some pizza (algo de…)

                                                   more elephants,  less elephants 

Adjectives:  big    big elephants, A big elephant, The big elephants, That big elephant, 
some big elephants.  



Modifiers (2)

Adverbs: very /so (intensifiers of adjectives) very elephants  

very beautiful elephants / so beautiful elephants ; A very beautiful elephant 

some beautiful elephants ; many beautiful elephants; The beautiful elephants. 

Many intelligent people 

Royal order of adjectives. Opinion, size, shape, edad (antigüedad), color, origin, materials. 

A new small red American wooden  chair. 

    opinion size   color  origin          material   







Modifiers (3)

Prepositional phrase: preposition + noun    of+noun, for+noun, about+noun etc. 

A new small red American wooden  chair of this institution. 

  noun phrase                                                                  prepositional phrase 



Noun phrase functions

Subject → The new American chair is …..

Predication → BE + NF (nominal phrase)

Direct object: I love new American chairs

Indirect object: I gave my mother flowers 







Noun Substituted by Example

human, singular I, you, he, she I, Erika, love music.
You, Juan, are my student.
Juan is my friend. He is nice.
Erika is my teacher. She is Mexican.

human, plural you, we, they Group of RC2: You all are welcome!
We, UAM students, are learning to read 
in English.
They, the people on the street, are 
dancing.  

non-human, singular

Undefined, singular

it English is important. It is a foreign 
language.
The cat is eating. It is cute.
Love is a concept. It is interesting. 
It is said that nature is wise (se dice /es 
dicho que la naturaleza es sabia)

non, human, plural
Undefined, plural

they English and Spanish are important. 
They are global languages. 
The cats are eating. They are cute. 
Love and death are concepts. They are 
interesting. 
They are said that… 



Noun Substituted by Possessive adjective + noun

human, singular I, you, he, she I = my      I am Erika; My name is Erika
Whose name? = Erika’s
You= your   You are Fernanda; Your name is Fernanda
He = His name
She = Her name

human, plural you, we, they You = your cat
We = our cat
They = their cat

non-human, singular

Undefined, singular

it It = Its

The cat has a tail =it has a tail = It is its tail= It’s its tail (es su cola). 

non, human, plural
Undefined, plural

they Their

The cats have tails = They have tails = They are their tails=They’re 
their tails (son sus colas) 


